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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 

U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 08/732,990, filed 



on 10/16/1996. 



Drawings 



2. The drawings are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In Figures 1 and 6, there is missing a line with arrow connected from "frame memory 14' 
to "D/A Converter 18", which indicates "data output from the frame memory 14 is output to a 
video output terminal 19 through a D/A converter 18" as disclosed in specification, page 9, lines 
6-9. It is noted that this arrow line has been shown in Figures 1 and 6, filed on 02/14/02. 
In Figure 6, "control circuit 25a" should be changed to -control circuit 25-. 
In Figure 6, "mode changing switch 22a" should be changed to -mode changing switch 

22-. 



Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
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be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-4 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 (lines 7-8, 9, 1 1, 15, 19, 21, 23) recite the limitation "image data information/' 
therefore, in claim 1 (line 4), "image information" should be changed to -image data 
information—. 

Claim 2 (lines 8, 15, 19, 25, 27, 32, 34) recite the limitation "image data information," 
therefore, in claim 2 (line 2), "image information" should be changed to -image data 
information—. 

Claim 2 (line 26), "selecting means" should be changed to -selecting member-. 

Claim 3 (lines 8, 10, 14, 22-23) recite the limitation "image data information," therefore, 
in claim 2 (lines 4, 21) and claim 4 (line 2), "image information" should be changed to -image 
data information—. 

Claim 4 is objected as being dependent on claim 3. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Submitted Prior 
. Art (Figures 6 and 7(a)-7(c), Specification, Pages 1-3) in view of Watanabe (U. S. Patent No. 

5,528,293). 

Regarding claim 1 , the Submitted Prior Art discloses an electronic camera comprising a 
control circuit (control circuit 25, Figure 6, Specification, Page 2) that performs various 
controlling such as shooting processing and image processing; a recording medium (memory 
card 17, Figure 6, Specification, Page 2) that records image information which has been shot; 
a mode switch member (mode changing switch 22, Figure 6, Specification, pages 1-3) that is 
disposed on a body surface of the electronic camera, so as to be externally operable, which is 
electrically connected to the control circuit, and which switches between a shooting mode that 
records a shot image' as shot image data information to the recording medium, and a replay mode 
which replays the recorded shot image data information; a display device (monitor 20, Figure 6, 
Specification, page 2) which is disposed in the body surface of the electronic camera and 
displays the recorded shot image data information; a selecting member (mode changing switch 
22, Figure 6, Specification, pages 1-3) that is electrically connected to the control circuit and is 
disposed on the body surface of the electronic camera, so as to be externally operable, and which 
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selects one shot image data information among the plurality of recorded shot image data 
information in the replay mode. 

The Submitted Prior Art fails to specifically disclose a changing device that has a 
changing operation member which is disposed on the body surface of the electronic camera, so 
as to be externally operable, is electrically connected to the control circuit, and changes file 
attribute information of the recorded shot image data information in accordance with the 
operation of the changing operation member; and wherein, after replaying the recorded shot 
image data information selected by the selecting member in the replay mode on the display 
device, when the changing operation member is operated, the file attribute information of the 
recorded shot image data information on the recording medium is changed. 

However, Watanabe teaches a digital electronic camera discloses a mode selecting switch 
28, which selects either one of a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode 
(TIFF system). In the compression mode, a format of a data file comprises a JPEG header, in the 
uncompression mode, a format of a data file comprises a TIFF header. When the mode selecting 
switch a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode (TIFF system), the header 
of a file will change from JPEG header to TIFF header or from TIFF header to JPEG header, that 
means the header of a data file change when mode switch 28 changes (changing file attribute 
information in accordance with the operation of the changing operation member, Figures 1 , 2a, 
2b, Column 4, Line 53 - Column 5, Line 65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device in the Submitted 
Prior Art by the teaching of Watanabe in order to provide a digital electronic still camera capable 
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of recording both compressed image data and uncompressed image data in a memory card in a 
form compatible with an ordinary personal computer (Column 2, Lines 16-21). 

Regarding claim 3, the Submitted Prior Art discloses an electronic camera comprising a 
control circuit (control circuit 25, Figure 6, Specification, Page 2) that performs various 
controlling such as shooting processing and image processing; a recording medium (memory 
card 17, Figure 6, Specification, Page 2) that records image information which has been shot; 
a mode switch member (mode changing switch 22, Figure 6, Specification, pages 1-3) that is 
disposed on a body surface of the electronic camera, so as to be externally operable, which is 
electrically connected to the control circuit, and which switches between a shooting mode that 
records a shot image to the recording medium, and a replay mode which replays the recorded 
shot image data information; a display device (monitor 20, Figure 6, Specification, page 2) 
which is disposed in the body surface of the electronic camera and displays the recorded shot 
image data information; a selecting member (mode changing switch 22, Figure 6, Specification, 
pages 1-3) that is electrically connected to the control circuit and is disposed on the body surface 
of the electronic camera, so as to be externally operable, and which selects one shot image data 
information among the plurality of recorded shot image data information in the replay mode. 

The Submitted Prior Art fails to specifically disclose a changing device that has a 
changing operation member which is disposed on the body surface of the electronic camera, so 
as to be externally operable, is electrically connected to the control circuit, and changes file 
attribute information of the recorded shot image data information in accordance with the 
operation of the changing operation member; and wherein, after completion of recording to the 
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recording medium of the recorded image information which has been shot in the shooting mode, 
when the changing operation member is operated, the file attribute information of the recorded 
shot image data information on the recording medium is changed. 

However, Watanabe teaches a digital electronic camera discloses a mode selecting switch 
28, which selects either one of a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode 
(TIFF system). In the compression mode, a format of a data file comprises a JPEG header, in the 
uncompression mode, a format of a data file comprises a TIFF header. When the mode selecting 
switch a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode (TIFF system), the header 
of a file will change from JPEG header to TIFF header or from TIFF header to JPEG header, that 
means the header of a data file change when mode switch 28 changes (changing file attribute 
information in accordance with the operation of the changing operation member, Figures 1 , 2a, 
2b, Column 4, Line 53 - Column 5, Line 65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device in the Submitted 
Prior Art by the teaching of Watanabe in order to provide a digital electronic still camera capable 
of recording both compressed image data and uncompressed image data in a memory card in a 
form compatible with an ordinary personal computer (Column 2, Lines 16-21). 

Regarding claim 4, Watanabe discloses wherein the selecting member can select the 
recorded image information which has been recorded to the recording medium in the shooting 
mode, and the tile attributes information of the recorded shot image data information is changed 
when the changing operation member is operated (Watanabe teaches a digital electronic camera 
discloses a mode selecting switch 28, which selects either one of a compression mode (JPEG 
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system) or an uncompression mode (TIFF system). In the compression mode, a format of a data 
file comprises a JPEG header, in the uncompression mode, a format of a data file comprises a 
TIFF header. When the mode selecting switch a compression mode (JPEG system) or an 
uncompression mode (TIFF system), the header of a file will change from JPEG header to TIFF 
header or from TIFF header to JPEG header, that means the header of a data file change when 
mode switch 28 changes (the file attribute information is changed when the changing operation 
member is operated, Figures 1, 2a, 2b, Column 4, Line 53 - Column 5, Line 65). 

6. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over submitted Prior 
Art (Figures 6 and 7(a)-7(c), Specification, Pages 1-3) in view of Watanabe (U. S. Patent No. 
5,528,293) further in view of Parulski et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,633,678) and Zhou et al. (U. S. 
Patent No. 5,732,150). 

Regarding claim 2, the Submitted Prior Art discloses an image processing system 
comprising an electronic camera, the electronic camera comprising a control circuit (control 
circuit 25, Figure 6, Specification, Page 2) that performs various controlling such as shooting 
processing and image processing; an external recording medium (memory card 1 7, Figure 6, 
Specification, Page 2) that is detachable from the electronic camera and records the shot image 
data information; a mode switch member (mode changing switch 22, Figure 6, Specification, 
pages 1 -3) that is disposed on a body surface of the electronic camera, so as to be externally 
operable, which is electrically connected to the control circuit, and which switches between a 
shooting mode that records a shot image to the recording medium, and a replay mode which 
replays the recorded shot image data information; a display device (monitor 20, Figure 6, 
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Specification, page 2) that is disposed in the body surface of the electronic camera and displays 
the recorded shot image data information; a selecting member (mode changing switch 22, Figure 
6, Specification, pages 1-3) that is electrically connected to the control circuit and is disposed on 
the body surface of the electronic camera, so as to be externally operable, and which selects one 
shot image data information among the plurality of recorded shot image data information in the 
replay mode. 

The Submitted Prior Art fails to specifically disclose a changing device that has a 
changing operation member which is disposed on the body surface of the electronic camera, so 
as to be externally operable, is electrically connected to the control circuit, and changes file 
attribute information of the recorded shot image data information in accordance with the 
operation of the changing operation member; and wherein, after replaying the recorded shot 
image data information selected by the selecting member in the replay mode on the display 
device, when the changing operation member is operated, the file attribute information of the 
recorded shot image data information on the recording medium is changed. 

However, Watanabe teaches a digital electronic camera discloses a mode selecting switch 
28, which selects either one of a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode 
(TIFF system). In the compression mode, a format of a data file comprises a JPEG header, in the 
uncompression mode, a format of a data file comprises a TIFF header. When the mode selecting 
switch a compression mode (JPEG system) or an uncompression mode (TIFF system), the header 
of a file will change from JPEG header to TIFF header or from TIFF header to JPEG header, that 
means the header of a data file change when mode switch 28 changes (changing file attribute 
information in accordance with the operation of the changing operation member, Figures 1, 2a, 



Application/Control Number: 10/073,897 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2612 

2b, Column 4, Line 53 - Column 5, Line 65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device in the Submitted 
Prior Art by the teaching of Watanabe in order to provide a digital electronic still camera capable 
of recording both compressed image data and uncompressed image data in a memory card in a 
form compatible with an ordinary personal computer (Column 2, Lines 16-21). 

The Submitted Prior Art and Watanabe fail to specifically disclose an external processing 
device that processes image information that has been shot by the electronic camera; and the 
external processing device comprising a reading part that can receive the shot image data 
information which has been processed by the electronic camera through the external recording 
medium, and a processing part. 

However, Parulski et al. teaches a host computer 4 (Figure 1, Column 1, Lines 23-45) 
, that processes image data that has been shot by camera 1 . The host computer 4 comprises 
memory card reader 5 (reading part, Figure 1, Column 1, Lines 23-45) and CPU 9b (processing 
part, Figure 1, Column 1, Lines 23-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device in the Submitted 
Prior Art and Watanabe by the teaching of Parulski et al. in order to allow the image captured by 
a camera to be processed by a external device such as a personal computer. 

The Submitted Prior Art , Watanabe and Parulski et al. fail to specifically disclose a 
processing part that batch-processes the shot image data information which has been read by the 
reading part in accordance with the file attribute information of the shot image data information. 

However, Zhou et al. teaches computer 24, which has a computer program to run a batch 
mode image analysis procedure (Column 13, Lines 19-35). Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
device in the Submitted Prior Art, Watanabe and Parulski et al. by the teaching of Zhou et al. in 
order to process a large amount of image data without user intervention (Column 13, Lines 25- 
26). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Watanabe et al. (U. S. Patent No. 5,590,306) discloses memory card management system 
for writing data with usage and recording codes made significant. 
Sakaegi (U. S. Patent No. 6,040,856) discloses electronic camera capable of performing 
photography and character recognition. 

Uehara et al. (U. S. Patent Application No. 2001/0038417) discloses digital still camera. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T NGUYEN whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
9297 or (571) 272-7315. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929 or (571) 272-7308. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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